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Exhibitor Details

About Discovery Days 
It’s always festival time in the Bay Area! The Discovery Days program brings the fun and excitement of science to a huge crowd. In 
conjunction with local science outreach groups, Discovery Days will have hundreds of hands on activities, numerous performances, 
interactive demonstrations, and family-oriented science entertainment.  Attendees are families generally with children aged 0-14, with a 

special emphasis on those who traditionally do not have access to quality science education resources.

Discovery Days at AT&T Park
About: AT&T Park becomes a science wonderland when the Bay Area Science 
Festival concludes again with this FREE science extravaganza. With more than 
150 exhibits, get ready to unleash your inner scientist.
When: November 2nd, 11AM-4 PM
Expected Attendance: 30,000
Exhibitors: 130 Total Exhibit Spaces

• Field: 10’x10’
• Promenade Level (Main Floor): 6’ x 8’ (Larger Spaces available as needed)
• Club Level (2nd Floor): 6’x8’

Premium Exhibits  
• Spaces on the field
• Willie Mays Plaza (Main Entrance) /O’Douls Plaza (3rd St Entrance)
• Promenade level nooks (large booth spaces)

Standard Exhibit
• Placement on Promenade/Club Level

Performance Stage: Yes, 30 minute slots available

Discovery Days - North Bay
About: Discovery Days North Bay highlights the amazing STEM programs of the North Bay! Last 
year, activities included liquid nitrogen ice cream, an emergency room patient robot, airplane 
and catapult launches, marble machines, and elephant toothpaste. 
When: October 26th, 11AM-4 PM
Expected Attendance: 10,000
Exhibitors: 75 Total Exhibit Spaces

• Inside: 10’x20’ minimum
• Outside: 10’ x 20’

Premium Exhibits: Corner Spaces
Performance Stage: Contact Us

Discovery Days at Cal State East Bay
About: The bienniel celebration at CSUEB has been in place since 1974 and joined the Bay Area 
Science Festival effort in 2011. The past edition featured over 50 activities, including a chemistry 
magic show, Life of a Criminalist, Geophysical Prospecting, sea slugs and so much more. 
When: October 26th, 11AM-4 PM
Expected Attendance: 8,000
Exhibitors: 50 Total Exhibit Spaces

• Outside: 10’x10’ 
• Indoor:  Classrooms

Premium Exhibits: Corner Spaces Outside
Performance Stage: Yes, contact us for more information.

Exhibit Pricing
Prices reflect 1 exhibit space. See page 2 for details.  
Additional spaces are available with a 10% discount 
per unit. Fee waivers are available for groups unable 
to afford exhibition costs.                                    
                           East Bay/North Bay     AT&T Park

General       $250    $350

Non-Profit      $150                    $150

Festival Partner       Free                     Free

Emerging Business     $350    $450

 (<50 employees) 

Established Business     $350   $1000 

 (>50 employees)
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Included with Exhibit Space

(1) Exhibitor listing on the Bay Area Science Festival website**

(1) Exhibitor listing on onsite Discovery Day Guide/Map**

(1) 10’x10’ tent with (3) sidewalls if on field at AT&T Park

(1) 6’x8’ space with 6’ table and (2) chairs if on Promenade/Club Level at AT&T Park

(1) 8’ table with (2) chairs per 10’ exhibit area at North Bay/East Bay

(1) ID sign

(1) 110V outlet (20 amp circuit, not dedicated)***

**Inclusion based on receipt of exhibitor’s materials no later than September 27, 2013.

*** Available only upon request. Additional charges may apply. Request needs to be submitted by September 27, 2013. 

Available for additional fees*

Additional Power Requirements   As Quoted

Booth Space     Current Rate with 10% discount per additional space

Tables      $10 per additional Table

Outdoor Space     Available at all three Discovery Days. With permission, pop-up tents are allowed.

* Please contact us with any special requirements/permits needed

Exhibitor Application
All exhibitors will need to file an exhibit form at http://www.bayareascience.org/festival/apply/.  Every exhibit/activity will be reviewed 
for safety and science content by a festival committee. Terms and conditions for participation will be available at the portal site. 

The application will open by May 27th through September 27th. File your exhibitor form as soon as possible to reserve your space!

Questions?
Email us at exhibit@bayareascience.org!
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Exhibits: What Makes Them Successful?
The idea of putting on a successful Discovery Days exhibit may seem daunting, but creating a fun and popular booth 
is a lot easier that you think! Below are some suggestions on how to get your group ready to brainstorm and create a 
successful and well visited exhibit.

What draws in a crowd?
The best Discovery Days exhibits immediately engage visitors with play-
ful, open-ended discovery. The content fascinates people by helping them 
see themselves and the world in new ways, be it through the experience of 
unfamiliar things or a new perspective on the familiar. They then provide 
the opportunity for unscripted human interaction that creates a personal 
connection between the visitor and the people that are dedicated to the 
exhibit’s topic.

What keeps them there and engaged?
Generally there are two key factors that will keep your visitors actively par-
ticipating. While these aren’t strict guidelines, we have found that the most 
well liked booths have these elements.

1. Hands-on activity
An easy yet demonstrative task that teaches people of all ages about a 
specific topic and allows them to be the scientists. Having a technological device/visual wow factor can be an effec-
tive hook, but the activity itself is what will keep the attendees engaged. 

     • A large crowd turn out is expected. Therefore, it’s best to have an efficient activity that can handle about 3-5 par-
ticipants (if not more) at a time.

    • The activity should last no more than 5 minutes to keep traffic flow at a peak and ensure that a steady stream of 
visitors can move in and out throughout the day.

   • Tiered engagement.  Parents are often just as interested as their kids. Having staff available, particularly scientists/
engineers/etc to engage the parents while the children participate in the 
hands-on activity is very effective way to have a deeper, richer conversation.

2. Face to face interaction
This is the public’s chance to meet and interact with real science professionals. 
Smiling volunteers with high energy and enthusiasm can be even more effec-
tive than any activity.

   • A staff of 4-6 people at minimum makes your scientists and volunteers more 
accessible to visitors.

   • Encourage volunteers to engage in conversation with visitors—asking 
questions that require visitors to think about or observe something. Let their 
responses and curiosity drive your interaction.
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What does your audience want?
Remember that one of the primary goals in a science festival is to make 
science relevant to everyone. When creating your exhibit you will want to 
step into the minds of your visitors and answer two questions:

1. “Why do I care?”
This is your opportunity to show people that science is important and it 
affects us all. Let your audience walk away knowing more about a topic 
and how it impacts them.
Tip: Select activities that relate to everyday life or familiar concepts. Use 
examples that a wide range of people will understand.

2. “How can I learn more?”
Great events don’t just excite people for a short duration. They inspire 
people to explore more on their own. Providing information about ways to continue their experience allows them to 
keep learning.
Tip: Be prepared to get lots of thoughtful questions from visitors—some that your volunteers may not know the an-
swer to! Prepare volunteers to provide alternative resources—like a website or reference—to help them better serve 
visitors.

Additional Tips

• Keep some experts on-hand at all times so that kids can “Meet the Scientist or Engineer.” Their expertise adds a 

unique level of teaching to your booth. 

• At least 2-3 people should staff the booth at all times to help with explaining and crowd control. 

• Have the volunteers overlap shifts so that they can observe the activity. 

• Have enough volunteers for shifts of 2-3 hours long. If you are limited to a number of people, have them rotate 

throughout the day and explore other booths for a few hours to help refresh them. 

• Matching outfits for your staff and volunteers are highly encouraged. They let people know to whom to direct 

their questions. You may also consider buying Bay Area Science Festival T-shirts for your crew ahead of time. 

What to avoid?
1. Too many handouts
We want attendees to learn about you and your programs, but too many materials overwhlems most attendees. Keep 
messages as simple as possible to stand out amongst the crowd.  We also strive to be as green as possible, so please 
consider using alternatives, such as QR codes, to encourage attendees to learn more about your organization.

2. Detailed Charts and Graphs
Most attendees will spend 5 minutes or less at your booth. Filling your space with too many detailed charts and 
graphs will be distracting from the incredible richness provided by staff at the booth. 

Web Resources
HowToSmile.org - an online catalog of pre-built activities suited for this environment: http://howtosmile.org/
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Case: Portable Ultrasound
Where: Seattle Science Festival

Description:
Seattle University hosted a 20’x20’ booth with 4 different activities. 
The most popular activity was a guided ultrasound with a technician. 
They created a Jello mold with different embedded pieces of pasta and 
slowly ran the ultrasound across the mold. As they let the wand move, 
the technician explained the technology and what they were seeing 
on the screen. After an initial walkthrough, the technician handed the 
wand over to the attendee so they could also participate.

Visual Hook:
1. Poster stating “What Does Sound Look Like”
2. Portable Ultrasound laptop

Take Home Message:
Conveyed the science behind a common medical technology, while 
also showcasing the importance of having portable equipment for use 
in the field (paramedics having access to this kind of equipment). 

Attendees tended to stay at this activity for a long time (5-10 minutes), which allowed for a rich conversation between 
volunteers and the entire family.
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