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Unleash your inner scientist.The Bay Area Science Festival is organized by SEP, a 
program of the University of California, San Francisco

Festival at a Glance

Key Goals
•	 Raise	awareness of the importance of 

science in everyday life in the minds of 
our local community

•	 Increase	dialogue about science and 
technology throughout the region

•	 Enlighten	Bay	Area residents to the 
region’s vast science and technology 
assets

•	 Engage	young	people in the fun, 
excitement and awe of science and 
inspire them to careers in science and 
technology fields

•	 Encourage	partnership and 
collaboration between and among the 
science and technology community and 
our target audience

Leadership Structure
The Bay Area Science Festival will be 
executed as a collaborative initiative.  A 
core group of strategic partners including 
universities, museums, professional 
laboratories, and civic groups will lead the 
effort.  A two-committee system will be used 
to guide the overall direction of the festival, 
with day-to-day decisions being managed 
by the Festival Director.

Advisory	committee:	High level 
stakeholders across the science outreach 
spectrum including university professors, 
museum management, and corporate 
leaders. Chaired by Bruce Alberts.  

Steering	Committee: Representatives from 
core partner organizations responsible 
for developing signature programs of the 
festival. Chaired by Festival Director.

Facts & Figures
Festival	Dates:	10/23/2014 - 11/01/2014

Estimated	Attendance:	 70,000

Produced	by: Science and Health Education Partnership 
(SEP) at UC - San Francisco

Core	Partners:	
Stanford    SF State
UC Berkeley   Cal State East Bay

Exploratorium  Chabot Space
Cal Academy of Sciences The Tech Museum
Lawrence Hall of Science SJ Children’s Discovery
Lindsay Wildlife Museum Oakland Zoo 

Buck Institute  USGS
Lawrence Berkeley Lab  NASA Ames
Lawrence Livermore Labs BayBio
KQED   Teach Biotech

Audience
P R I M A R Y

Families	with children aged 5-18, 
particularly public school students 
and those involved with community 
organizations in underserved communities.

S E C O N D A R Y

Adults, particularly those residing in 
communities where scientific research 
and science-based innovation takes place, 
but who are not themselves professionally 
involved or even aware of these activities. 
Largely focused on a younger adult 
audience, traditionally underserved by 
science.
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Partner Categories
We recognize every partner brings a unique perspective to festival. As such, the following categories of 
partnerships have been developed.

Core	Partners: A group of museums, universities, and professional laboratories spearheading the initiative to 
ensure a sustainable and annual event. This group will represent the geographic and STEM diversity of the Bay 
Area.
 
Responsibilities:
• Appointment of Steering Committee member. Steering Committee meets 6-8 times/year to plan and execute 

festival programs
• Participate in at least (1) Discovery Day event
• Host/Participate in at least (1) additional festival event
• Share in promotion & publicity of festival and specific programs to core partner’s audience (social media, 

newsletters, etc.)

Programming	Partners: Local museums, educational institutions, non-profit organizations and businesses that 
can create and deliver science programming or provide a venue for a programming.

Responsibilities:
• Actively participate in the programming and execution of at least (1) festival program
• Share in promotion & publicity of the specific festival program

Community	Partners: Local youth education groups, neighborhood and community groups, religious 
organizations, parent groups and ethnic organizations who would not necessarily do their own programming, 
but could bring new audiences to events and offer venues for programming.

Responsibilities:
• Actively participate in the promotion and publicity of at least (1) festival program 
• Provide a venue to host a festival program
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Partner Benefits
Greater	Exposure

• A primary goal of the Bay Area Science Festival is to showcase the many science, technology, engineering, 
and math related events and learning opportunities available at partner organizations throughout the 
area. 

• Expected festival audience is over 70,000 people.
• All partners and collaborators will be highlighted on the festival website. Partners can also utilize the 

website to ongoingly promote year-round events via the Bay Area Science Calendar. 
• Festival specific partner programs and events taking place during festival will be included in the 

comprehensive festival marketing and social media campaign.

Collaboration
• The Bay Area Science Festival will provide a unique opportunity for STEM organizations throughout the 

region to work together to showcase the vast resources in the community. 
• BASF will create a sustainable network of scientists and science organizations (researchers, businesses, ISE 

providers, etc) that will have lasting implications for all organizations involved. 

New	Audiences
• The Bay Area Science Festival represents a unique and exciting opportunity to positively engage a vast 

new audiences, including groups historically underrepresented in science.
• By participating in the festival, your organization will have the opportunity to attract members of this new 

audience not only to your events, activities, and exhibits that take place during the festival, but also to 
your year-round programming.

Signature	Programs
• Support including logistical assistance, program development, inclusion in marketing and advertising 

campaigns, and financial support for execution.
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Festival Program Overview
The engine of the festival is collaboration, a hallmark of the Bay Area. It is essential to have a wide variety of 
partners delivering a spectrum of programming illustrating the depth and diversity of science. In collaboration 
with local museums, educational institutions, non-profit organizations and businesses, the festival will provide 
numerous varied and unique opportunities to explore science topics relevant to our daily lives and the critical 
issues of our time. Together, we will provide high-impact, high-value experiences to foster science learning and 
emphasize the scientific habits of mind (problem-solving, reasoning, communication, and making connections).

We aim to have a robust programming schedule that includes events, both big and small, and those created for 
local neighborhoods or large public audiences. It is our hope that the result of offering many programs, reaching 
countless Bay Area residents, as one branded effort will no doubt be greater than the sum of its parts. 

Engaging	the	Festival
1.	 Collaborate	on	“Signature	Programming”	-  Signature Programs are the events and activities that will 

form the foundation of the overall schedule. These events will be the most highlighted and promoted of the 
festival week. Given the scope and magnitude, partners will be key to the success of these programs. 

2.	 Exhibit	at	the	Discovery	Days - Discovery Days will be a place for all science organizations, regardless of 
size, to create a family-friendly, large-scale science celebration with hundreds of activities, performances, and 
demonstrations. 

3.	 Leverage	Your	Existing	Programs - Our goal is to highlight all the great events happening year-round to 
a wider audience. It is likely that much of what you already do can be included in the festival if there is a 
willingness to co-brand and collaborate on the programming.  

It is recommended for partners to participate in 3-4 events maximum. We don’t want to overextend the capacity 
of any one partner,  since there are numerous organizations in the Bay Area willing and able to contribute.
Programming	Filters
 All programs will be guided by a set of five filters and criteria:

•	 	Wow!	
Fun, exciting, cool, clever, experiential, hands-on, and conveying the sense of awe and wonder that is at 
the heart of scientific discovery and achievement. Be bold in your programs!

•	 	Relevant
Addressing important and timely issues of both today and the future, tied to career opportunities, and 
connected to our daily lives where possible.

•	 	Accessible
Engaging, inclusive, understandable to the audience (manner of delivery, academic level of content, and 
geographic locale and logistics).

•	 	Science
Clearly grounded in science and the scientific habits of mind (problem solving, reasoning, 
communication, and making connections).

•	 	Doable 
Deliverable at a high quality within the constraints of time and resources available.
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Core Program Areas
Science Conversations
Highlighting exciting careers in science and fostering debate on pressing 
issues of the day, Science Conversations will be designed to increase 
scientific dialogue for people of all ages. This program area is focused on 
direct interactions between scientists and residents. 
Example programs within this area:

• Debates and conversations featuring multiple researchers discussing 
aspects of cutting edge scientific research and relevance to society.

• Science cafes and informal discussions to bring science into 
neighborhoods and new settings. 

• Performances from leading science thinkers and communicators

Explorer Days
From research labs to ecosystems, Science Explorations will help reveal the 
science in and around the area, featuring behind-the-scenes opportunities 
at research laboratories, helping them to explore local ecosystems and 
nature preserves, and giving them a glimpse through the microscopes and 
telescopes that explore worlds beyond sight. This program area is designed 
to spur individual discovery, promote civic pride and encourage a better 
understanding of our region’s unique science footprint.

Example programs within this area:
• Science Hikes - Guided nature hikes and walks with a strong science 

theme.
• Open Labs - Behind the scenes tours of laboratory and research 

facilities often unseen by the public
• Science/Art Walk - Local galleries in a neighborhood hosting an evening art walk featuring inspired by a 

fusion of science and art.

Discovery Days
It’s always festival time in the Bay Area! This program brings the fun and 
excitement of science to a huge crowd. In conjunction with local science 
outreach groups, Discovery Days will have hundreds of hands on activities, 
numerous performances, interactive demonstrations, and family-oriented 
science entertainment. In 2014, there will be (2) Discovery Days - North Bay 
and at AT&T Park.

Example ways to participate at carnivals:
• Exhibit a hands-on-activity
• Host a performance/stage show


